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Volcanos can be formed when the plates move 
together or apart. But what about earthquakes?



LO: to describe physical geography of 
earthquakes and tsunamis.

Earthquakes can occur when the tectonic plates 
rub past each other (creating friction) or move 
towards each other (creating pressure). 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-
earthquakes/zbr2mfr#:~:text=Most%20earthquakes%20happen%20where%20thes
e,shakes%20the%20land%3A%20an%20earthquake. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-earthquakes/zbr2mfr#:~:text=Most%20earthquakes%20happen%20where%20these,shakes%20the%20land%3A%20an%20earthquake
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This release of friction or 
pressure can create seismic 
waves. 
The point where these 
originate below the crust is 
called the focus. 
The point directly above the 
focus, on the crust is called 
the epicentre. 
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Earthquakes are 
measured using a 
seismometer. 

The measurement is 
called a magnitude. 
This is on the Richter 
Scale. 
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Although small 
earthquakes occur 
daily all over the 
world, the majority 
of large earthquakes 
occur on the plate 
boundaries. 
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Tsunamis- these occur when the earthquakes occur or 
volcanos erupt below the water. 

Large waves are created by the energy released and 
the waves begin to move away from the epicentre. 

As the water gets shallower, 
the waves grow higher. 


